name of the whip scorpion. They consulted the University of Chicago’s famed 
Dictionary of Americanisms, and that good work, for further details, referred 
the pair back to their own dooryard, to the California Academy of Sciences’ 
magazine Pacific Discovery, issue of March-April, 1948. 

The word first appeared in Texas about 1853, derivation obscure! 


Aquarium Notes 
ONE OF THREE Eccs laid recently by the mud-turtle in the Swamp Room at the 
Aquarium is now on exhibit, to be viewed hopefully for a period of two months 
until hatching should occur. 

Several young electric eels acquired recently, when they were about six inches 
in length, caused a visitor to remark, “Quite young, but slightly shocking.” No 
doubt they will acquire higher voltage as time goes on. They may attain an ulti- 
mate length of five feet. 


A GerorcE VANDERBILT EXPEDITION To TuAMoTUS 

Dr. Rosert R. Harry, a member of the Academy’s staff for the past year, left on 
June 2 for Honolulu, where he will confer with Mr. George Vanderbilt, newly 
appointed Director of the Bishop Museum, prior to joining six other scientists on 
an expedition sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences through the Pa- 
cific Science Board. This is the third year of a five-year period designated for the 
study of coral reefs and coral reef fauna, at Raroia in the Tuamotus, a French 
possession. Members of the expedition will fly to Tahiti which will be the base 
of operations. The French government is supplying a boat to transport them to 
and from the Tuamotus. 

Dr. Harry’s part in this expedition is to study the fishes as part of the general 
program of the Vanderbilt Collections on the study of the fishes of Polynesia. 
His trip is sponsored through the George Vanderbilt Collections, jointly by 
the California Academy of Sciences and the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia. 

New MEMBERS 


Tue Fottowinc Members were elected by the Council at its meeting of May 8, 


1952: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP FaMILy MEMBERSHIP 
Pvt. Alice G. Allen Mr. C. G. Morrison 
Mr. Warren Clark 
Mr. John K. Howard AssociaTE MEMBERSHIP 
Mrs. Margaret M. Hughes San Francisco State College 
Professor Loye H. Miller 
Mr. F. Barreda Sherman STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. Henry Thomas Taabor Elton Welke, Jr. 


Mr. Louis F. Wouters 


ELECTION OF FELLOWS 
Tue Fottowinc Persons, being duly nominated by three Fellows, were elected 
Fellows of the Academy at the above-mentioned meeting of the Council: 


Dr. Sterling Bunnell, San Francisco 
Dr. Albert P. Kreuger, Berkeley 
Dr. Charles G. Sibley, San Jose 
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Courtesy Mt. Wilson and Palomar Observatories 


Spiral Nebula in Canes Venatici, Viewed Edge-on 
(See page 2) 
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June Announcement 


THE REGULAR JUNE MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
in the Morrison Auditorium of the Academy’s Hall of Science, Golden Gate 

Park, on Wednesday evening, June 11, 1952, at 8 o'clock. The program for the 
evening will be an illustrated lecture by Mr. George W. Bunton, on 


LicHtT, THE TOoL OF THE ASTRONOMER 


Mr. Bunton is a member of the Academy’s staff, engaged in construction of 
the new planetarium projector. He was formerly both a technician and lecturer 
on the staff of the Grifith Observatory and Planetarium in Los Angeles. The lec- 
ture will be illustrated with lant-rn slides and demonstration equipment. 

The public is cordially invited. 


Cooper ORNITHOLOGICAL SocieTY MEETING 

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Cooper Ornithological Club was held at the Acad- 
emy May 9-11, with a registered attendance of 100, It was voted at this me eting 
to change the name of the organization from Cooper Ornithological Club to 
Cooper Ornithological Society. 

The meetings were held in the Morrison Auditorium, and the annual dinner 
was served on Saturday evening in the Lovell White Hall. 

A field trip on May 11 included a visit to the extensive aviaries of Academy 
member Eric C. Kinsey, at Manor, Marin County, and an afternoon visit to the 
Point Reyes bird colony. 


Batrinc AROUND IN BajJA CALIFORNIA 

Dr. Rosert T. Orr, curator of Birds and Mammals, left on May 29 on an expe- 
dition to Baja California. He is accompanied by Mr. Joseph R. Slevin, curator of 
Herpetology, Dr. Francis P. Filice, Assistant Professor of Biology at the Univer- 
sity of San Francisco, and Mr. Samuel P. Carpenter, a graduate student there. 
The party expects to return the latter part of June. 

The purpose of the trip is to study the biology of bats, and to collect, as oppor- 
tunity affords, other mammals, birds, reptiles, and invertebrates. 


Gem Cuttinc—A Growinc Hossy 
IN A RECENT LETTER to Mr. William B. Pitts, Honorary Curator of Gem Minerals, 
Dr. H.C. Dake, editor of The Mineralogist, writes: 
“Ts it not remarkable the way the interest in gem cutting has grown 
during the past 10 years? We estimate that there are now approximately 
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350 mineral and gem clubs in the United States. In 1932 there were less 
than 10. 

“Public exhibits like your magnificent collection in Golden Gate Park, 
have done a great deal to attract people to the hobby, when they learn this 
work can be done in their home shops, and at no great cost.” 


No less remarkable to us, is the continued interest and active participation 
shown by Mr. Pitts and others over a long period of years, sharing and spreading 
the results of their ever increasing knowledge of the subject. 


STUDENT SECTION ACTIVITIES 


PLANS ARE WELL UNDER way for the summer program of the Academy’s Student 
Section, which will include classes in gardening, botany, entomology, geology, 
and ornithology. Members will go at least once each week to Marin County, to 
the Ralston White Memorial Estate for Outdoor Study and Research, with the 
class or classes of their choice. 


Drirecror ATTENDS MusgEuMs CONFERENCE 


Dr. Roserr C. Miter, Director of the Academy, attended the forty-seventh an- 
nual meeting of the American Association of Museums in Minneapolis, May 
28-30. He participated in a symposium on television programs for science mu- 
seums, discussing and showing films of the Academy’s award winning TV 
program, “Science in Action.” 
A Lire Memper EvaLuares 
WE sHou_p like to share with all members the following letter recently received 
from Dr. Herbert Osborn, Professor of Zoology, Emeritus, at Ohio State Uni- 
versity: 
“Some years ago at the instance of Professor Van Duzee | was given a 
life membership in your Academy, and | have been receiving your publi- 
cations regularly since. As I am now at age 96 and may live some years 
longer, I feel that the Academy should have some more substantial con- 
tribution from me and J am enclosing a check for fifty dollars which | 
would be pleased to have you apply in any manner that will serve the 
Academy.” 
In thanking Professor Osborn for his contribution, Dr. Miller wrote: 
“We deduce from your letter that at the age of ninety-six you are enjoying 
good health and spirits. While we do not positively guarantee that mem- 
bership in the Academy adds twenty years to a man’s life, nevertheless, in 
the parlance of the instirance companies, our policyholders show a good 
record of longevity.” 
ENtToMoLocy-EryMoLocy PERPLEXITY 
A cOUPLE OF EXACTING scholars at San Francisco’s California Academy of Sci- 
ences got themselves involved with the word “vinegarroon,” a common name 
for a Southwest insect that emits a strong vinegar-like defense odor. 
Dr. Edward S. Ross, curator of Entomology, and Benjamin Draper, science 
writer, got into a discussion of this term, tracking with diligence the colloquial 
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